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Mr. Richard A. Buddake
Director, lLegisistive Programs
Difice of Assistant Secretary
(Legislative & Public Affairs)
Department of Defense
Vashington 25, D, C,

Uear Mr. Buddeke:

The Central Intelligence Agency is in accord with the general revision
to the Missing Persoms Act praposed by the Department of Defense. Ve
propose, however, the addition of the fellowing, as a aew saction or as an
additienal provision of Section §:

A dependent of any person in active service, as defined by
this Act, is a 'parson’ under this Act for the sole purpose of
determining status as provided in sections 5 amd 9, and any
determination under those sections by the head of the depart-
ment cancerasd shall be eenciusive on all other departments of
the Covernment; Provided, that nothing in this section shall be

construed as conferring upon any dependent any right to pay,
allowances or ether compensation to which npt otherwise en-
tiﬂda ) '

Such a provision would parmit the head of the concerned department
to make 2 determination of status {(iocluding death) with respect to depen-
dents, as he now may with respect to employess. The rationale for per-
mitting hirm to make the determination is the ssawe in the two cases --
be is uniquely in poescssion of all the facts. Where the facts involve
clements related to the national security, there may be no way in which

the determination of status can be made uniess the department head makes
it. :

Under the pressnt languags of the .ict, if the employee and his depen-
dents entered into a missing status together, and wnder circumetances
justifying a determination of death, the department head could make such
determination with respect to the employee, but the status of the depen-
dents would remsain in limbo pending judicial determination,
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be made, a detsrmination that the employes was dead would accomplish
80 useful administrative purpose, sincs the settlement of the employec's
accounts, and payments to the childsem or other survivors, would of
necessity await a determination of the status of the wife.

H the purposes of the Act }WC certainty in administrative deter-
minations and equitable treatment for survivors, these purposes will be
served by the proposed provision, and at no expense to the Government.

The Central Intelligence Agency bas a particular interest in the pro-
posed provision becanse of two factors: the missien of this Agency may
require the presence of dependents in areas, and under circumstances,
where the risk of entering into 3 missing status is considerahle. In this
connection it should be pointed out that it is a thne-honored tactic in the
intelligence business to barass principals through actions directed at
dependents. ’

This provision, asd the reasons therefor, have been discussed with
Mr, Foger Jones of the Burean of the Budget, and ] beliove it would de
acceptable to the Bureau in its present fopm.

If there are further questions, we will be happy to discuss them
with you and your staff at any timae,

Sincerely yours,

5
Norman 8. Paul
Legislative Counsel
OGC:RPB
IG:NSP
2 - Signer
1 - OGC

1 - Dir. of Personnel
1 - Comptroller ’/
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